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Today in the town of David a Savior has been bor
n to you, He is Christ the Lord!
Luke 2:11
) (
He came not to a throne, but to a manger.  He lived not as a king, but as a servant.
He chose not a kingdom, but a cross.
He gave not just a little, but everything.
Holley Gerth
)The Johnson Family Journal
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   Merry Chri
stmas, happy New Year, and 
blessings
 from Rancho Casitas!
T       Our family has experienced m
any blessings and changes, as well as healing and growth over the past 4 years with Hands of Mercy          
          
You let men ride over our heads; we went through the fires and water, but you brought us to a place of abundance. Psalm 66:12
          
We praise God that He is not a mere passive observer, but has his own holy purposes for the trials that we endure.  He chooses
          to bring us to a place of abundance in and through our trials
; our part is to remain in a posture of obedience and trust in Him.
          The boys were just 
 4 and 6 years old when we came to be part of our first lofthouse build.  They are now 10 and 12 and made their  of       
profession of
 faith in Christ through baptism on October 10
th
.
 Our Pastor Don Hinkle and Steve were able to be part of the physical
          baptism (pictured above
 right
), while I took pictures.
 
While calculating their ages and the date of the baptism, 
 
Pastor Don was able 
 
         
 to
 figure that on 10-10-10 while Josiah was 10, he was baptized into Christ.  It won’t be a date he’s able to forget easily.
          We had a special gi
ft for the Thanksgiving holiday.  O
ur daughter Nicole
 (now 6
 months pregnant with our first granddaughter) and
          our son in law, Joel, were able to visit for a few days.  We experienced a wonderful time of re
laxation and fellowship (pictured
a         above left).
 
They were able to experience a little inclement weather while they were here, a much desired change from their 
           normally dry and sunny Arizona climate.  Thank you Lord for affording us the opportunity to spend time with our family.
          We ushered in December by hosting 3 churches and 5 loft house builds on the first weekend.  In addition, more work was com-
          pleted on the new dining hall located in the “Staff Pod” on the property.  The Sunday morning breakfast was filled with many 
          harmonic voices throughout the kitchen and dining area
 singing praises in the form of Christmas songs.  It was such a blessing!
          
          The following weekend a team of 9
,
 from Southwest Community Church in the Palm Springs area
,
 showed up to continue the work           
          begun on the new dining hall.  We had an awesome time of fellowship and much was accomplished including the plumbing, septic,
          and water lines for both the dining hall and shower house.  We are grateful for the encouragement and hard work they
 accomplished.
        
          One of our dear friend’s and neighbor’s recently received Christ
 as her Lord and Savior. We hope we were at least a part of the
          seed sowing co
mmittee, but it was one of the P
astor’s we work with that lead her in the sinner’s prayer and ushered into the family
          of Christ. We pray for every contact the Lord gives us.  We pray that we would be willing and able vessels ready to serve Him in 
          any capacity He chooses.  
You my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature, rather
          serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13.  
Please pray that we would continue to serve one another in love according to this passage.
          Thank you 
for 
loving us and supporting our family through your prayers and financial gifts.  You encourage us 
greatly 
through
Y        your faithfulness and generosity.  
Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, dear brother, have refreshed
          the hearts of the saints.  Philemon:7
          
Ever grateful to be in His hands of mercy,   
Steve, Sara, Micah, and Josiah
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