
 

 

Over the past 100 years, Christianity has experienced a profound southern shift in its geographical center of gravity. 
Whereas in 1900 over 80% of all Christians lived in Europe and Northern America, by 2005 this proportion had fallen to 
under 40%, and will likely fall below 30% before 2050. Table 1 shows the meteoric rise of Christianity in the South and 
its corresponding decline in the North.  
 

Table 2 illustrates this major shift by 
highlighting the cultural traditions of 
Christianity. Europeans (including Americans of 
European descent), in the vast majority one 
hundred years ago, are now in the minority. 
Today, Africans, Asians and Latin Americans 
are more typical representatives of Christianity 
than Americans or Europeans. Table 3 lists the 
top 10 Christian countries by size. In 1900, with 
the exception of Brazil, the top 10 were all 
Western countries; by 2050, only the U.S. will 
make the list. Table 4 lists the top 10 Muslim 
countries for the same dates. It is interesting to 
note that, beginning in 2005, India and Nigeria 
are common to both lists. 
 

What might it mean for the future of 
Christianity that its center of gravity continues 
to move south and east? Three key factors bear 
watching: (1) whether Southern Christians will 
challenge Northern Christianity’s 1,000-year dominance in theology and ecclesiology by producing their own reflections 
and practices, hearkening back to the earliest Christian centuries when they were in the majority; (2) whether the 
dominant languages of Christianity will continue to shift south (already by 1980, Spanish was the leading language of 
church membership in the world, and Chinese, Hindi, and Swahili are increasingly important languages of 
Christianity); and (3) whether the closer geographic proximity between Christians and Muslims, Hindus, and 
Buddhists will on balance result in greater conflict or dialogue. With all three factors, the central question remains: 
“How well will the new global Christianity navigate its increasingly diverse composition and southern majority?” 
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Map 1: Trajectory of the Statistical Center of Global Christianity, AD 33-2100 
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Table 1. Christians by UN region, 1900 to 2050 
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Table 2. Global population and Christians by major cultural tradition, 1900 and 2005 
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Table 3. Top 10 Christian countries, 1900 to 2050 
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Table 4. Top 10 Muslim countries, 1900 to 2050 

Note: Figures may not sum to the total due to rounding. Source: World Christian Database (www.worldchristiandatabase.org), following the 
methodology of the World Christian Encyclopedia, 2nd ed. (2001) and World Christian Trends (2001).  


